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THE  HOUSEHOLD  CALENDAR. 


A  radio  talk  "by  Mrs.  Howena  Scimldt  .Carpenter,  Bureau  (tC  Honie  Economics, 
delivered  through  WHO  andA^O  other  radio  stations  associated  \ 
Broadcasting  Company,  April  2,  193l» 
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How  do  you  do,  HomemakersJ 

Last  weeli  we  concentra.ted  on  Icitchens,  you  and  Mrs.  Erossard  and  I. 
That  Was  a  sort  of  scheme  of  mine  to  get  you  interested  in  rejuvenating  your 
kitchen  fo'r  spring  "before  you  got  too  involved  in  retogging  yourself  or  "be- 
came too^  "busy  with  outside  work.     If  you  missed  Mrs.  Brossard's  suggestions 
on  kitchen  arrajigements,  "be  sure  to  send  for  our  free  pamphlet  "Convenient 
Kitchens,"  Farmers'  Bulletin  fifteen  thirteen. 

Today,  I  can't  resist  talking  to  you  about  housecleaning.     It  seems 
another  such  timely  subject,  even  tho-'ogh  I  'oiow  that  spring  housecleaning  as 
once  was  is  no  longer  in  good  repute.    Do  you  remem"ber,  or  have  you  ever  ex- 
perienced, a  session  of  terrific  upheaval  all  squeezed  into  a  few  days  or  a  ■ 
week's  time,  when  everything  in  every  room  and  every  closet -had  to  "be  moved, 
taken  dov/n  or  out,  sorted,  discarded,  dusted,  scru"bbed,  cler^jied, .  or  painted? 
Luckily,  that  sort  of  turmoil  is  all  out  of  date,  and  to  indulge  in  such 
methods  is  really  a  reflection  on  one's  yea.r  around  efficiency. 

Someone  said  recently  that  the  only  way  to  accomplish  spring  house- 
cleaning  efficiently  is  to  avoid  it.'    Tha,t  statement  may  seem  not  to.  malce 
much  sense  on  first  thought,  but  there's  a  good  idep,  in  it,  the  idea  of 
keeping  clean  rather  than  malcing  clean.     Of  co"arse  it  isn't  possiole  to  elim- 
inate seasonal  cleaning  entirely,  hut  it  can  "be  reduced  to  a  minimum  by  v/ell 
organized  daily  and  weekly  a,nd  monthly  work,     i7eekly  cleaning  is  certainly 
lessened  by  putting  things  in  order  daily,  and  removing  dust  and  dirt  from  at 
les.st  some  parts  of  the  house  every  day. 

And  the  modern  housekeeper  distributes  her  sep.sonal  cleaning  in  much 
the  same  way.     Storage  pantries,  clothes  closets,  the  attic  eaid  ha.sement, 
that  need  "ridding  up"  only  periodically,  can  each  "be  tackled  in  turn  "by  the 
homemalcer  who  maps  out  her  jobs  on  paper,  with  a  calendar  by  her  side.  If, 
for  instance,  you  put  up  your  own  preserves,  jellies,  pickles,  and  canned 
things,  as  some  of  you  do  I  Icnow,  yo^or  spring  schedule  reminds  you  fhat  it  is 
now  time  to  go  over  the  contents  of  the  pantry  where  these  things  are  stored 
to  see  what  you  liave  left  and  so  plan  your  new  canning  and  preserving  schedule. 
You  scrub  the  shelves,  group  the  remaining  ja,rs,  and  make  room  for  those  soon 
to  be  filled.    All  of  us  will  soon  he  washing  v/oolen  "blanlcets,  and  having 
heavy  comforters  cleaned  for  s'omi'p.er  storage.     We  will  be  getting  \^inter  furs 
and  fur  trimiaed  garments  cleaned  or  at  les.st  burhsed,  aired  and  sunned,  while 
we  clean  out  the  closet  or  space  in  the  attic  where  we  will  store  these  winter 
things  under  moth  proof  conditions.    And  if  new  paint  is  needed  on  \7oodwork 
or  walls,  if  repapering  must  be  done,  or  furniture  refinished,  we  naturally 
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choose  the  spring  season  for  making  om-  houses  fresh  and  neu  looking  inside, 
to  "be  in  keeping  with  the  "bright  ne^miess  of  the  out  of  doors.     So  v/e  do  have 
some  seasonal  johs  hut  they  are  fewer  and  get  done  with  less  disturhance  of 
normal  home  life  when  wq  apply  prevent ive  methods  in  our  housekeeping,  methods 
of  preventing  seasonal  upheaval. 

These  housekeeping  johs  v/hich  som.e  v/riters  descrihe  as  "houcewif erj''" 
can  he  much  simplified  hy  a  fev/  inexpensive  r?,rrangements.     If  the  \/indows 
or  doors  of  your  pantries  or  storeroom  arc  near  the' ground,  or  if  you  live 
in  an  especially  windy  climate,  you  will  find  it .helpful  to  put  cheese  cloth 
over  the  screens,  which  keeps  out  much  dirt,  though  it  lets  in  the  air.  Door 
mats  and  scrapers,  a  place,  near  entrances  for  mudd;/  rubhers  and  hoots,  and 
for  the  children  and  men  folks  to  leave  outside  garments  that  are  especially 
dusty  or  soiled,  reduce  the'  inside,  cleaning.     i7ell  arranged  cleaning  closets 
in  several  parts  of  the  house  "with  a  hroom  and  dust-ppji  in  each  will  not 
only  save  steps  for  you  but  will  encourage  others  in  your  family  to  sv/ee^ 
out  any  dirt  they  have  brought  in  or  to  help  in  other  v/ays  to  keep  order. 

Having  a  suitable  cleansing  material  on  hand  for  each  kind  of  cleaning 
and  emergency  often  sa,ves  time  and  keeps  househi^ld  things  in  first  class  con- 
dition with  the  least  wear  and  tear  on  them.     I  am.  thinking  of  stain  removers 
to  talce  out  spots  before  they  "set,"  t-orpentine  to  remove  splashed  paint 
before  it  dries,  absorbent  powders  to  prevent  freshly  spilled  liquids  from 
soalcing  into  fabrics.     S^iggestions  for  equipioing  a,  cleaning  closet,  for  pre- 
venting difficult  seasonal  cleaning  by  a  systematic  keeioing  clean  routine 
and  m0,ny  speciaJ,  directions  for  many  special  kiiids  of  cleaning  such  as  -oolish- 
ing  brass,  silver  and  nickel  are  fo-ond  in  Farmiers'  Bulletin  eleven  eighty, 
"Housecloaning  Made  Ea^sier,"  which  we?  v/ill  be  glad  to  send  you.    And  now 
goodbye,  Homemakers,  until  next.  week.  ^ 


